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Oral Cancer Webinar Follow-up Q&A
Pharmacy and dental teams working together
Thank you to everyone who attended the Oral Cancer Webinar. The full recording can be viewed here.  This follow-up sheet captures the questions raised, key responses, recommended reading and contact details for further support.
Q1. Does vaping apply when considering oral cancer risk?
Answer: As discussed on the evening, vaping should be considered relevant when discussing smoking status and oral cancer risk. Although vaping is not tobacco smoking, current evidence indicates that e-cigarette use is not risk-free and may affect oral tissues. Patients who vape should still be encouraged to report oral changes, persistent ulcers, lumps, red or white patches, unexplained bleeding, pain, or difficulty swallowing.
Further resources on vaping and cancer:
· Current thinking about the effects of e-cigarettes on oral cancer risk | British Dental Journal
· Major review finds vaping likely causes lung and oral cancer | ScienceDaily
· Cancer of the upper aerodigestive tract: assessment and management in people aged 16 or over | NICE NG36
Q2. What referral pathways are available in Norfolk for lesions that do not meet the two-week-wait criteria? Applicable to Dental Teams ONLY.
Answer: Oral lesions that do not meet the suspected cancer two-week-wait criteria should be referred through the appropriate local dental referral route. In Norfolk, this should be via FDS, with a clear clinical photograph and a thorough history included to support triage and decision-making.
Recommended reading:
· Suspected cancer: recognition and referral | NICE NG12
Further questions and support
If you have any further questions, please contact the relevant organisation below:
	Organisation
	Contact

	Norfolk & Suffolk ICB – Dental
	nwicb.dentaloptom@nhs.net

	Norfolk & Suffolk ICB – Pharmacy
	nwicb.nwicb.pharmacy@nhs.net

	Norfolk LDC
	norfolkldc@gmail.com

	Community Pharmacy Norfolk & Suffolk
	Info@cpns.org.uk
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